1 October 2012
Dear Colleague

ALL WALES GUIDANCE ON PRESCRIBING
FOR ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION

This letter informs you of the All Wales guidance
on prescribing for erectile dysfunction.  This
guidance supersedes Welsh Health Circular WHC
(99) 148. A copy of the guidance is enclosed for
your information.

Local clinical audit and the analysis of prescribing
patterns identified significant variations across
Wales in the treatment of erectile dysfunction. In
particular, the requirement for assessment and
review by specialist services was causing capacity
and access issues; it was also considered
unnecessary for all patients to require a specialist
assessment and review.

Consequently, the All Wales Medicines Strategy
Group (AWMSG) responded to a service identified
need to review the extant circular and tasked the
All Wales Prescribing Advisory Group (AWPAG), a
sub group of AWMSG, to undertake a systematic
review.

The revised guidance removes the restriction of
specialist assessment and review, enabling GPs
to prescribe where appropriate. It also
recommends Health Boards put in place clearly
defined commissioning arrangements  and
provides advice on cost effective prescribing and
an example of good practice. It will be for Local
Health Boards to define arrangements for
appropriate expertise.

Implementation of this guidance will improve
consistency of approach to assessing, treating
and reviewing patients with severe distress
caused by erectile dysfunction, improve access
and secure more effective use of specialist mental
health team resources. AWMSG have endorsed
the revised guidance and it is supported by LHB
Associate Medical Directors.

From the Chief Pharmaceutical Officer

Welsh Llywodraeth
Government Cymru
Cathays Park Parc Cathays
Cardiff Caerdydd
CF10 3NQ CF10 3NQ
CPhO(2012)4

ALL WALES GUIDANCE ON PRESCRIBING
FOR ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION

Electronic distribution to:

Chief Executives, HBs

Chief Executive, Velindre NHS Trust
Chief Pharmacists, HBs

Chief Executive, Welsh Ambulance NHS Service
Chief Executive, Public Health Wales
Directors of Public Health, HBs

GPC Wales

Medical Directors, HBs

NHS Trust

Nurse Directors, HBs

Prison Service

Wales Inspectorate/Advisers

For onward circulation to:

All registered Medical Practitioners in Wales
Community Pharmacists

Chief Pharmacists/ Pharmaceutical Advisors of
HBs

Practice Nurses

For further information please contact:

Vi Turner

Welsh Government
Cathays Park
Cardiff

CF10 3NQ

02920 82 3858

© Crown copyright 2012
This circular may be freely reproduced by all
those to whom it has been addressed




\@f S

Professor Roger Walker
Chief Pharmaceutical Officer for Wales



