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An IPFR application would normally fall within 
one of the following categories:
• A patient requires a treatment which is new, novel, developing or unproven 

and is not within the Health Board or WHSSC’s routine schedule of services 
and treatment, e.g. a treatment or drug which is not NICE approved for the 
patient’s condition

• A patient requires a treatment which is outside of existing clinical policy 
criteria, e.g. a new treatment that has not been approved and is therefore 
not within the policy

• A treatment is required for a patient with a rare or specialist condition and 
is not eligible for treatment in accordance with the clinical policy criteria, 
e.g. a person is outside the age range for specialist fertility treatment



IPFR Submission

• Options for submitting an IPFR include:
• E-form (requires registration using your NHS email address)
• Copy of IPFR form

Both options are 
available via the 
AWTTC website:



E-submissions









How are decisions made? Evidence
EVIDENCE BASED CONSIDERATIONS PART 7: EVIDENCE OF CLINICAL EFFECTIVENESS
Does the treatment work?

What is the evidence base for clinical and cost
effectiveness?

The panel will consider the evidence supplied in the application, and supplementary evidence (where applicable) supplied by
professional advisors, these are the types of questions they will be trying to answer:

• What does NICE/AWMSG/ Scottish Medicines Consortium recommend or advise?
• What does Public Health Wales advise?
• Are there peer reviewed clinical journal publications available?
• What information does the locally produced evidence summary by pharmacy or Heath Technology Wales provide?
• Is there evidence from clinical practice or local clinical consensus?
• Has the rarity of the disease been considered in terms of the ability for there to be a comprehensive evidence base available?
• Does the decision indicate a need to consider policy or service change? If so, refer to service change processes.
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How are decisions made? Economic assessment
ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS PART 8: EVIDENCE, PLEASE PROVIDE ACTIVE LINKS

Is it a reasonable cost?

What is the cost of the treatment and is the cost of
the treatment likely to be reasonable? i.e.

Is the cost of the treatment in balance with the
expected clinical benefits?

Consider the evidence supplied in the application, and supplementary evidence (where applicable) supplied by professional
advisors to the Panel:

• What is the specific cost of the treatment for this patient?
• What is the cost of this treatment when compared to the alternative treatment they will receive if the IPFR is declined?
• Has the concept of proportionality been considered? (Striking a balance between the rights of the individual and the

impact on the wider community), in line with Prudent Healthcare Principles.
• Is the treatment reasonable value for money?
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How are decisions made? Significant clinical benefit
SIGNIFICANT CLINICAL BENEFIT PART 9: YOU MUST COMPLETE PART A OR PART B

Is the clinical presentation of the patient’s 
condition significantly different in characteristics to 
other members of that population?
and
Does this presentation mean that the patient will 
derive a greater clinical benefit from the treatment 
than other patients with the same condition at the 
same stage?

The panel will consider the evidence supplied in the application that describes the specific clinical circumstances of the 
IPFR:

• What is the clinical presentation of this patient?
• Is evidence supplied to explain why the clinical presentation of this patient is significantly different to that expected 

for this disease/condition and this stage of the disease?
• Is evidence supplied to explain why the clinical presentation means that the patient will gain a significantly greater 

clinical benefit from the treatment than another patient with the same disease/condition at the same stage?
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Further information
• Includes:
• Access to IPFR database
• How to videos (coming soon)
• Guidance
• FAQs
• IPFR process 
• Patient information leaflet 

https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/make-a-submission/healthcare-
professionals-submissions/submit-an-ipfr-application/
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