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Discontinuation of Levemir® (Insulin detemir) Flexpen® and Penfill®
Alternative insulin treatments which may be used instead of insulin detemir
Levemir® (insulin detemir) FlexPen® 100 units/ml solution for injection 3ml pre-filled pens and Levemir® Penfill® 100 units/ml solution for injection 3ml cartridges are being discontinued; stock is anticipated to be exhausted by the end of 2026 (Public Health Alerts, medicines shortages, 2025, August). The medicine products listed below in Table 1 are possible alternative insulin products, proposed in the Primary Care Diabetes & Obesity Society (PCDO) and Association of British Clinical Diabetologists (ABCD) guideline. The guideline advises that alternative insulins will need to be chosen after clinical review, with appropriate follow-up arranged for further insulin dose adjustment as required. Dose adjustment and monitoring when switching people from Levemir® to alternative formulations are advised to avoid risk of glucose instability such as hypoglycaemia. Please see Primary Care Diabetes & Obesity Society (PCDO) and Association of British Clinical Diabetologists (ABCD) guideline for further information on switching treatments.
Table 1 Insulin detemir products to be discontinued and alternative insulin products.
	Product

	Formulation

	Supplier
	Total units per pack

	Cost per pack 


	Insulin detemir (long acting, to be discontinued)

	Insulin detemir (Levemir®)
	Penfill® 100 units/ml
 5x3ml cartridge
	Novo Nordisk

	1,500
	£42.00

	Insulin detemir (Levemir®)
	Flexpen® 100 units/ml 5x3ml, pre-filled disposable syringe
	Novo Nordisk

	1,500
	£42.00

	Insulin glargine U100 (long acting)

	Insulin glargine (Abasaglar®)
	100 units/ml 5x3ml Kwikpen® pre-filled pens disposable
	Eli Lilly and Co ltd
	1,500
	£35.28*

	Insulin glargine (Abasaglar®)
	100 units/ml 5x3ml cartridges
	Eli Lilly and Co ltd
	1,500
	£35.28*

	Insulin glargine (Lantus®)
	100 units/ml 5x3ml Solostar® pre-filled pens
	Sanofi
	1,500
	£34.75

	Insulin glargine (Lantus®)
	100 units/ml 5x3ml cartridges
	Sanofi

	1,500

	£34.75

	Insulin glargine (Semglee®)
	100 units/ml, 5x3ml pre-filled pens
	Biosimilar Collaborations Ireland Ltd
	1,500
	£29.99*


	Insulin glargine U300 (Ultralong acting)

	Insulin glargine (Toujeo®)
	300 units/ml 3x1.5ml pre-filled Solostar® pens
	Sanofi
	1,350
	£32.14

	Insulin glargine (Toujeo®)
	300 units/ml 3x3ml pre-filled Double star® disposable pens
	Sanofi
	2,700
	£64.27

	Insulin degludec (Ultralong acting)

	Insulin degludec (Tresiba)
	Penfill® 100 units/ml 5x3ml cartridges
	Novo Nordisk Ltd

	1,500
	£46.60

	Insulin degludec (Tresiba)
	Flextouch® 200 units/ml ,3x3ml pre-filled pens
	Novo Nordisk Ltd

	1,800
	£55.92

	Human isophane insulin (intermediate acting) NPH insulin

	Humulin I KwikPen®
	100 units/ml suspension for injection 5x3ml pre-filled pens
	Eli Lilly and company Ltd
	1,500
	£21.70

	Humulin I 
	100 units/ml suspension for injection 5x3ml cartridges
	Eli Lilly and company Ltd
	1,500
	£19.08


The costs were obtained from the dictionary of medicines and devices (dm+d browser) and verified in the NHS drug tariff (note costs marked* could not be verified in the NHS drug tariff) January 2026). The costs of cartridge delivery devices have not been included. 
For up-to-date supply guidance, please refer to the initial medicines supply notification and subsequent updates via SPS Medicines Supply Tool. In January 2026 Tresiba® U100 FlexTouch® (5 x 3ml prefilled pens) was shown as discontinued in dm+d browser and the corresponding row was removed from this table 
Published January 2026, to be reviewed April 2026.
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