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Dear colleagues, 
 
NHS trusts / health boards are recommended to consider prescribing either tocilizumab or 
sarilumab to hospitalised patients with COVID-19 pneumonia being treated with non-invasive 
ventilation (including high-flow nasal oxygen therapy or continuous positive airway pressure 
ventilation) or invasive mechanical ventilation. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
DR FRANK ATHERTON 
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Appendix 1  
 
To:   NHS Wales Shared Services Partnership to forward to: 
 

 All General Practitioners for information 
  

To:  Health Boards and NHS Trusts: 
 

Chief Executives 
Medical Directors for onward distribution to: 
Hospital Doctors 

  
Nurse Directors 
Directors of Public Health 
 

Cc: Public Health Wales: 
  

Chief Executive 
Director of Public Health Services 
Consultants in Communicable Disease Control 
Microbiologists 
Consultant Epidemiologists 
Vaccine Preventable Disease Programme 

 
Cc: NHS Direct Wales 

British Medical Association 
Royal College of GPs 
Royal College of Physicians 
Academy of Medical Royal Colleges 
Royal College of Nursing 
Royal College of Midwives 
Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health Wales 

 
 


