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Chair’'s welcome
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It is a pleasure to introduce the All Wales
Medicines Strategy Group (AWMSG)
Annual Report for 2025-2026. This report
describes how, working closely with the All
Wales Therapeutics and Toxicology Centre
(AWTTC) and our partners across Wales, we
have continued to support equitable access
to clinically and cost effective medicines,
promote safer use of medicines, and help
the NHS achieve the best outcomes for
patients. Over the past year, AWMSG has
continued to provide ‘once for Wales’ advice
to the Welsh Government, underpinned

by transparent and robust assessment
processes. We have also strengthened the
way we work with the people who rely on
our advice and guidance: patients and the
public, healthcare professionals, and the
pharmaceutical industry. Their involvement
helps ensure that our work reflects

lived experience, clinical reality, and the
practicalities of implementation — so that
decisions made nationally translate into real
benefits locally.

This annual report highlights activity across
the breadth of our programme, including
work to support medicines optimisation,

improve medicines-related safety, and
enable timely implementation of new
treatments. It also reflects the wider context
in which we operate — rising demand,
increasing therapeutic complexity, and the
continued need to demonstrate value —
making it more important than ever that

we use evidence, collaboration and shared
priorities to guide decisions.

| would like to thank AWMSG members

and subgroups for their expertise and
commitment, and the AWTTC teams who
provide the clinical, scientific, analytical and
administrative support that makes our work
possible. | am also grateful to colleagues
across NHS Wales, the Welsh Government,
and our many partner organisations for their
contributions, challenge and collaboration
throughout the year.

As we look ahead, AWMSG remains
committed to supporting a fair, sustainable
and patient-centred approach to medicines
in Wales. We will continue to listen,

learn and work in partnership to improve
outcomes and reduce unwarranted
variation, so that people across Wales can

benefit from the right medicine at the right
time. | hope you find this report informative
and | encourage you to engage with our
work as it develops over the coming year.

Professor lolo Doull
Chair
AWMSG
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The people of Wales rightly expect timely
access to safe, clinically effective and cost-
effective medications. AWTTC supports
AWMSG by providing a scientific, technical,
and administrative secretariat to AWMSG
and its associated subcommittees. We work
closely with AWMSG members to ensure the
Welsh Government and NHS Wales have high
quality intelligence, reviewed by independent
experts, to aid their decision making.

This last year, AWTTC has welcomed
several new colleagues, who have enhanced
our capabilities. We are joined by two Al
Wales Consultant Pharmacist colleagues,
who bring deep subject matter expertise

in pharmacogenomics and community
healthcare. The incorporation of the Welsh
Medicines Advisory Service (WMAS) within
AWTTC greatly enhances our ability to deliver
a wider range of services for the NHS and
patients in Wales.

AWTTC benefitted from the Voluntary
Scheme for Branded Medicines Pricing,
Access and Growth (VPAG) Investment
Programme by enhancing our capabilities
in horizon scanning, medicines
assessment, data analysis and supporting

implementation. Funding has been secured
until 2028-2029 to meet key objectives
that will drive innovation in the delivery of
health technology assessments, support
implementation and improve data collection
and analytics. Achieving this will allow us
the resolution to measure effects of changes
and plan further adjustments to optimise the
impact of medicines in Wales.

Our expertise is founded on our research
excellence. We collaborate closely with our
academic and health service colleagues to
explore clinically relevant topics and develop
our in-house capabilities. This year we have
published four peer-reviewed articles in the
clinical and scientific literature, presented

at international conferences and delivered
invited presentations across the UK.

We will continue to apply our professional
expertise and to develop our reputation in
data analytics to support AWMSG and NHS
colleagues in delivering world-class medicines
access and medicines optimisation to the
people of Wales. Finally, we would like to
thank all the fantastic staff at AWTTC for
their determination, vision and expertise for
delivering such a high-quality work
programme over the last 12 months.

Professor James Coulson

Clinical Director
AWTTC

AWTTC
Ny CQ)\&\&QT\\ \ Gy Gyt

Dr Andrew Champion
Programme Director
AWTTC

FAWTTC
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Medicines have the potential to be truly
transformative. The right medicine, used in
the right way can improve the quality and in
some cases increase the duration, of people’s
lives. Creating an environment in which
people have prompt and equitable access to
medicines which meet their health needs also
encourages industry to invest in research with
our universities and in clinical trials with our
health boards and trusts. In doing so people
in Wales are afforded earlier access to new
and innovative medicines and investment
supports growth in our economy. For these
reasons ensuring patients in Wales have
access to efficacious medicines which are of
proven value to the NHS, remains a priority
for the Welsh Government.

This year’s annual report highlights the

very good work the All Wales Medicines
Strategy Group (AWMSG), supported by

the All Wales Therapeutics and Toxicology
Centre (AWTTC), has done to promote ready
access to innovative medicines, to ensure the
appropriate and safe use of all medicines, and
to maximise the value the NHS and Wales

as a whole secures from its considerable
investment.

In the past year, AWMSG and AWTTC have
continued to provide robust, evidence-

based advice underpinning our ‘once for
Wales’ approach which remains central to
ensuring that patients in all parts of Wales
have timely and consistent access to clinically
effective and cost-effective treatment.
Despite increasing demand, rising therapeutic
complexity and the challenging financial
outlook, NHS organisations continue to make
progress against each of the four ambitions
and the eight goals described in AWMSG's
Strategy for Wales 2024-2029.

The demonstrable improvement of all
health boards against national prescribing
indicators is evidence of the effectiveness
of the advice, tools and resources AWMSG
has produced in the last and in previous
years. Importantly whilst the trend of
improvement has continued, it has been
pleasing to see AWMSG place an increasing
focus not only on improvement at the all
Wales level but also on how improvement
varies between different communities within
Wales. Identifying, challenging and reducing
the variation in performance between and
within health boards must be a priority for
AWMSG in the future, and | look forward to

supporting the Chair and members to expand
and develop their role on behalf of the Welsh
Ministers, in holding the NHS to account for
meaningful improvements in the access to,
use of and value derived from medicines for
every citizen in Wales.

Finally, | would like to express my sincere
thanks to the Chair and members of AWMSG,
and to the officers of AWTTC, for the
invaluable contribution they make to support
innovation, ensure safety and maximise the
positive outcomes medicines can bring to the
health and wellbeing of the people of Wales.

Andrew Evans OBE FRCPharm
Chief Pharmaceutical Officer
Welsh Government
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Our vision for Wales - “To improve the health and well-being of people in
Wales by enabling patients to get the best outcomes from their medicines”

Name: All Wales Medicines Strategy Group
(AWMSG)

Chair: Professor lolo Doull
Established: 2002

Role: To advise the Welsh Government on
strategic developments in prescribing as
outlined in the AWMSG Strategy for Wales:

2024-2029.

Members: Includes doctors, nurses,
pharmacists and other healthcare workers
who can prescribe medicines, academics,
health economists, a pharmaceutical
industry representative, lay members

and an NHS Director of Finance. See Our
Committees on the AWTTC website for lists

of individual members.

Advisory groups and subgroups:
o All Wales Prescribing Advisory Group
(AWPAG)
e AWMSG Scrutiny Panel
o AWMSG Steering Committee
e Licensed One Wales Medicines

Assessment Group (LOWMAG)

e One Wales Medicines Assessment Group
(OWMAG)

e Commercial Arrangement Scheme Wales
Group (CASWG)

For more information see Our Committees

on the AWTTC website.

Organisational: The AWMSG Steering

Committee oversees and guides strategic
initiatives, and the All Wales Therapeutics
and Toxicology Centre (AWTTC)

provides clinical, scientific, analytical and

administrative support.

Meetings: 10 meetings were held in 2025-
2026. Meetings are open to the public. The
minutes of previous meetings and dates of
future ones are on the AWTTC website.

More information:
awttc.nhs.wales (English website)
cttcg.gig.cymru (Welsh website)
@AWTTCcomms (English X account)
@AWTTCcymraeg (Welsh X account)
LinkedIn (English and Welsh)

2025-2026 in numbers

10 AWMSG
meetings
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4 licensed
medicines

9 medicines
optimisation
publications

10

Recommendations
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6 off-label
medicines
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https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-reports-and-strategies/medicines-strategy-for-wales/awmsg-strategy-for-wales-2024-2029/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-reports-and-strategies/medicines-strategy-for-wales/awmsg-strategy-for-wales-2024-2029/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-committees/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-committees/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-committees/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/meetings/awmsg-meetings/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/meetings/awmsg-meetings/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/
https://cttcg.gig.cymru/
https://twitter.com/awttccomms?lang=en
https://twitter.com/awttccymraeg
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQHbBH1qDnR8-QAAAZBJ1cXoztTBjreIQS_ovdArXTdkDJlYjWg2B8bcVKGc6FjTh11Y-ivNNkgUhy5mYzbkLMsUHbCG_sp5BX-UfwWJ_d9BgTID7SkaSHeJBzxv3Kbh5HybQDo=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fall-wales-therapeutics-toxicology-centre%2F
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We work with patients and the public,
healthcare professionals and representatives
of the pharmaceutical industry, as well as
the Welsh Government and relevant UK
organisations, to issue recommendations
on medicines and guidance on optimising
medicines use.

Patients
and Public

NHS Wales

(including health The Welsh

boards, associated
national bodies,
NHS independent
contractors)

Subgroups of
AWMSG (AWPAG,
LOWMAG and
OWMAG)

Working in

Government

Our three key partners are: patients and
the public; healthcare professionals; and
the pharmaceutical industry. They are

embedded into all aspects of our work and

play a vital role in achieving our shared
goals. There are many ways in which they

can get involved in our work. Here are some

examples.

Patients and the public

e During our assessment of medicines,

we ask patients and the public for their

views about what it’s like to live with
their health condition and about any
medicines they are, or were, taking for
it. We consider these views when we

make our recommendation to the Welsh

Government. Medicine assessments
currently in progress are listed on the
AWTTC website.

e We produce resources to support the
safe and best use of medicines in NHS

partnership

Wales. We ask patients and the public
to comment on every medicine resource
produced. We consider and address
every response before the resource

is finalised, endorsed and published.
Current open consultations are listed on
the AWTTC website.

Our lay members are members of

the general public and are full voting
members. They give an independent
view and highlight what matters to
patients, and their families and carers,
to help inform decisions about new
medicines and medicines resources.

Patient and Public Interest Group
(PAPIG) meetings are held four times a
year and are supported by AWTTC. They
are an opportunity for patients and the
public to hear about our work, and find
out how they can get involved.



https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/patients-carers-and-the-public/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/patients-carers-and-the-public/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/work-in-progress/#appraisals
https://awttc.nhs.wales/work-in-progress/#appraisals
https://awttc.nhs.wales/pages/get-involved-in-our-work/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/work-in-progress/#open_consultations
https://awttc.nhs.wales/pages/lay-members/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/meetings/papig-meetings/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/meetings/papig-meetings/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/pages/get-involved-in-our-work/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/pages/get-involved-in-our-work/
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¢ Any healthcare professional working

Healthcare professionals

o Our committee members bring together

a wide variety of specialist knowledge,
including those working in a range of
healthcare professions across all areas
of Wales. We encourage healthcare
professionals to contact us if they are
interested in becoming a committee
member.

Healthcare professionals working

in Wales can propose a medicines
optimisation resource to be considered
through our endorsement process,
which includes open consultation via the
AWTTC website.

Healthcare professionals are also invited
to identify when an AWMSG assessment
is required for a medicine. They may
complete a medicines request form

for healthcare professionals or email
AWTTC at awttc@wales.nhs.uk.

Working in
partnership

with patients could have a significant
role in providing expert advice to us.
For example, we ask clinical experts to
contribute to the AWMSG medicines
assessment process, and to attend

the Licensed One Wales Medicines
Assessment Group (LOWMAG) and

the One Wales Medicines Assessment
Group (OWMAG) meetings to contribute
to discussions. We also ask healthcare
professionals to comment on the
prescribing guidance and medicines
optimisation resources we produce. The
AWMSG assessment work plan and the
current open consultations are listed on
the AWTTC website.

AWTTC host Best Practice Days in which
healthcare professionals share best
practice initiatives related to medicines

optimisation. AWTTC also host Learning

at Lunch sessions - a series of one-hour

online events covering therapeutic areas,
national prescribing news and updates in
clinical practice.



https://awttc.nhs.wales/use-of-site/contact-us/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/call-for-new-members-for-awmsg-committees/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/call-for-new-members-for-awmsg-committees/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/medicines-optimisation-framework/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/medicines-optimisation-framework/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/medicines-optimisation-framework/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/medicines-optimisation-framework/
mailto:awttc%40wales.nhs.uk.?subject=
https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/healthcare-professionals/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/work-in-progress/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/work-in-progress/#open_consultations
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/events/best-practice-day-2025/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/events/learning-at-lunch-rapid-therapeutics-update/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/events/learning-at-lunch-rapid-therapeutics-update/
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Pharmaceutical industry
e AWTTC's Industry Forum gives an

opportunity for representatives from
the pharmaceutical industry to meet
regularly with AWTTC to talk about
issues relating to medicines access in
Wales.

AWTTC'’s horizon scanning team
gathers information on new medicines,
indications (the conditions they

treat) and new formulations in

the pharmaceutical pipeline. UK
PharmaScan is the team’s primary
source of information and we encourage
all companies to engage with UK
PharmaScan.

The Commercial Medicines Access Team
support and monitor the implementation
of medicines recommended by AWMSG
or the National Institute for Health

and Care Excellence (NICE) when the
medicine is associated with a commercial

Working in
partnership

arrangement with NHS Wales. Early
engagement from the pharmaceutical
industry enables the team to make
sure that patients have timely access
to medicines and that NHS Wales gets
value for money.

Companies are encouraged to get in
touch as early as possible to tell us
about pipeline medicines and share
information to support with planning
and implementation of medicines on
the NICE work programme. In the
absence of NICE guidance, companies
can submit a medicine for consideration
by the AWMSG Scrutiny Panel. The
AWMSG Scrutiny Panel will decide if a
medicine meets the AWMSG criteria for
assessment by LOWMAG or OWMAG.

Pharmaceutical companies can take
part in consultations for any medicines
optimisation resources that are in
development. Every response is
considered before the resource is
finalised, endorsed and published.
Current open consultations are listed on
the AWTTC website.



https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/tell-us-about-a-medicine-that-may-be-suitable-for-awmsg-assessment/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/tell-us-about-a-medicine-that-may-be-suitable-for-awmsg-assessment/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/work-in-progress/#open_consultations
https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/horizon-scanning-and-financial-forecasting-service/
https://www.ukpharmascan.org.uk/
https://www.ukpharmascan.org.uk/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/pages/commercial-arrangements/
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The AWTTC website and social media are
important ways we communicate with our
partners; spreading the word about what
we do.

—
—ZS
779k file
downloads
739k separate
users

O
vg (} 11.2k X
post views
392 LinkedIn
followers

Working in
partnership

On our behalf, AWTTC organise and take
part in key events to educate, exchange
ideas, hear about personal experiences,

network and spread awareness about what
we do. Some events from the past year are

listed below.

—~——
eeee | Events from April 2025

XXX to March 2026
S

April 2025

e AWTTC presented three posters at
the 19% Medical Chemical Defense

Conference in Germany. Professor James

Coulson, AWTTC Clinical Director,
presented research into 1) exposure
to hydrofluoric acid in the workplace;
2) pralidoxime use as an antidote for
organophosphate poisoning; and 3) a
review of anthrax enquiries to the UK
National Poisons Information Service.

¢ |n preparation for the launch of the
refreshed Innovative Licensing and
Access Pathway (ILAP), the Medicines
and Healthcare products Regulatory
Agency (MHRA) hosted a webinar to

introduce the pathway and highlight key
improvements. Dr Andrew Champion,
AWTTC Programme Director, was
among the key speakers joining other
ILAP partners from the National Institute
for Health and Care Excellence (NICE),
Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC),
NHS England (NHSE) and MHRA.

"
s s s
Py Ay

Innovative Licensing and Access
Pathway (ILAP) Webinar

- %

May 2025

e Senior Scientist Dr Clare Elliott, lead for
the Patient and Public Interest Group
(PAPIG), and Senior Pharmacist Sabrina
Rind recently returned to the Rookwood
Sound studio to join presenter Wesley
Pritchard. Together, they highlighted the
vital work being carried out by PAPIG in
representing patient and public voices.



https://awttc.nhs.wales/
https://x.com/AWTTCcomms/status/1884228928782623022
https://twitter.com/awttccomms?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQHbBH1qDnR8-QAAAZBJ1cXoztTBjreIQS_ovdArXTdkDJlYjWg2B8bcVKGc6FjTh11Y-ivNNkgUhy5mYzbkLMsUHbCG_sp5BX-UfwWJ_d9BgTID7SkaSHeJBzxv3Kbh5HybQDo=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fall-wales-therapeutics-toxicology-centre%2F
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYzjalqOYRQ-o7lh63v79Rg
https://awttc.nhs.wales/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/npis-cardiff-attends-the-19th-medical-chemical-defense-conference-in-munich1/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/npis-cardiff-attends-the-19th-medical-chemical-defense-conference-in-munich1/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/npis-cardiff-attends-the-19th-medical-chemical-defense-conference-in-munich1/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/awttc-programme-director-speaks-at-ilap-webinar/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/awttc-programme-director-speaks-at-ilap-webinar/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/awttc-programme-director-speaks-at-ilap-webinar/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/meetings/papig-meetings/

Engagement = ©

e AWTTC staff gave one talk and

AWTTC hosted the first Learning at
Lunch session of the year. As well as
covering a range of therapeutic updates,
the 1-hour session covered propranolol
poisoning and a look at the national
Quality Improvement Programme for
chronic kidney disease. The session was
watched live by a record 162 people.

\s Pmprano\o\be\ngPrescﬂhed?

Working in
partnership

presented six posters at the 45
Congress of the European Association
of Poisons Centres and Clinical
Toxicologists (EAPCCT). Topics included:
a review of hemlock plant ingestions;
recreational abuse of ibotenic acid
and muscimol-containing mushrooms;
intentional overdoses in children;
poisoning in children after exposure
to insecticides; survival after ingestion
of several medications including
cenobamate; glycerol toxicity; and
exposures to caterpillars.

e AWTTC was recognised at the Antibiotic

Guardian Awards 2025. The campaign
celebrated outstanding contributions
from around the world in tackling
antimicrobial resistance (AMR). The
event provided a platform to share
learning and showcase innovative
efforts aimed at reducing unnecessary
antibiotic use. AWTTC was proud to be
shortlisted for two projects, reflecting
our commitment to improving antibiotic
stewardship in Wales.

At the first Patient and Public Interest
Group (PAPIG) meeting of the year
AWTTC pharmacists provided an update
on the latest AWTTC news, including its
proposed new statement on the values
and behaviours of the organisation.
Other presentations focused on the
length of repeat prescriptions from the
ICF Centre of Behaviour Change and
public messaging about antimicrobial
resistance from Public Health Wales.
Watch recordings of past sessions and
details of future meetings here.

July 2025

e Over 150 healthcare professionals from

across Wales attended the annual Best
Practice Day hosted by AWTTC and
the Yellow Card Centre Wales. This



https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/events/learning-at-lunch-rapid-therapeutics-update/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/events/learning-at-lunch-rapid-therapeutics-update/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/45th-congress-of-the-european-association-of-poisons-centres-and-clinical-toxicologists-eapcct/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/45th-congress-of-the-european-association-of-poisons-centres-and-clinical-toxicologists-eapcct/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/45th-congress-of-the-european-association-of-poisons-centres-and-clinical-toxicologists-eapcct/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/45th-congress-of-the-european-association-of-poisons-centres-and-clinical-toxicologists-eapcct/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/45th-congress-of-the-european-association-of-poisons-centres-and-clinical-toxicologists-eapcct/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/awttc-recognised-at-antibiotic-guardian-awards-2025/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/awttc-recognised-at-antibiotic-guardian-awards-2025/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/meetings/papig-meetings/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/medicines-safety-explored-at-joint-awttc-and-yellow-card-centre-wales-best-practice-day/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/medicines-safety-explored-at-joint-awttc-and-yellow-card-centre-wales-best-practice-day/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/medicines-safety-explored-at-joint-awttc-and-yellow-card-centre-wales-best-practice-day/
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year's event focused on the theme of
Medicines Safety and featured a packed
programme of expert speakers, a poster
competition, and breakout sessions, all
aimed at improving prescribing practice
across NHS Wales. Feedback from the
day was overwhelmingly positive, with
delegates praising the quality of speakers
and the informative and insightful

decarbonisation of medical gases -
nitrous oxide project, a review of the
AWMSG medicines assessment process
and a range of therapeutic updates.
Watch recordings of past sessions and
find details of future events here.

September 2025

e PAPIG met in September with

presentations and open discussions
exploring pharmacogenomics and
precision medicines in Wales, prioritising
the voices of people with lived experience
in rare disease research, and weight-loss

cessions. injections and pregnancy.

"the study of how an

individual’s genetic
Pharmacogenomics (PGx) information

can help predict their response

to medicines"

“Today has been brilliant and
we need more sessions like
these. | will be back next year.”

Best Practice Day 2025

Claire Thomas

i
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August 2025

e A special one-off pre-recorded Learning
at Lunch session was released in August
to support prescribers when dispensing
anti-viral medication for the treatment of
COVID-19. The session was presented
by Rhys Oakley, Consultant Pharmacist,
Infectious Diseases and the recording
can be viewed here.

October 2025

e The Learning at Lunch team presented
a session focusing on a greener primary
care, and the menopause and prescribing
intervals. A rapid update on therapeutic
news was also provided. Watch this and
previous sessions, and find details of
future events here.

e Another popular one-hour online
Learning at Lunch session was held in
July covering a variety of topics including

Working in
partnership



https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/events/learning-at-lunch-rapid-therapeutics-update/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/events/learning-at-lunch-rapid-therapeutics-update/#summer%20special%202025
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/meetings/papig-meetings/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/events/learning-at-lunch-rapid-therapeutics-update/
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November 2025

e AWTTC is delighted to have been
awarded first place for best poster
presentation at this year’s Royal
Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) Annual
Conference. The poster ‘Developing
the 2025-2028 National Prescribing
Indicators for NHS Wales: A Stakeholder-
Led Approach’, was presented by Shaila
Ahmed, Senior Pharmacist at AWTTC.
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e AWTTC launched their set of values and
behaviours. These core organisational
values are the set of ethics and principles
that guide the organisation’s decision-
making and processes. They also serve

Working in
partnership

as the foundation for the organisational
culture, and the behaviours expected of
its employees.
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December 2025

e December’s PAPIG meeting was well

attended with presentations focusing on
three areas: taking your own medicines
in hospital - balancing independence
with staff support; learning to prescribe
- putting trainees in the driving seat; and
how to present directions on medicine
labels for patient safety.

January 2026

AWTTC announced that a dedicated list
of Blueteq forms available for use across
NHS Wales is now live on the AWTTC
website. This marks an important step

in supporting health boards, trusts and
clinicians to implement the Blueteq

High Cost Drug (HCD) system. The list
will be updated as additional forms are
approved and made available.

February 2026

e AWTTC join the Annual Reception in
Cardiff Bay to celebrate International
Rare Disease Day. AWMSG and AWTTC
work to ensure that people with a rare
disease living in Wales have the same
opportunity to access medicines as other
patients, and this event gave the team a
chance to raise awareness and champion
the rare disease community.

RARE DISEASE p
FEBRUARA}{


https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/awttc-awarded-first-place-for-best-poster-presentation-at-rps-annual-conference-2025/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/awttc-awarded-first-place-for-best-poster-presentation-at-rps-annual-conference-2025/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/awttc-awarded-first-place-for-best-poster-presentation-at-rps-annual-conference-2025/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/awttc-awarded-first-place-for-best-poster-presentation-at-rps-annual-conference-2025/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/awttc-awarded-first-place-for-best-poster-presentation-at-rps-annual-conference-2025/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/meetings/papig-meetings/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/the-list-of-blueteq-high-cost-drug-system-forms-goes-live-on-the-awttc-website/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/the-list-of-blueteq-high-cost-drug-system-forms-goes-live-on-the-awttc-website/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/pages/nhs-wales-blueteq-medicines-list/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/awttc-and-awmsg-support-the-international-rare-disease-day/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/awttc-and-awmsg-support-the-international-rare-disease-day/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/awttc-and-awmsg-support-the-international-rare-disease-day/

Engagement

16 <

e At the last Learning at Lunch session of
the year, Respiratory Consultant Dr Katie March 2026
Pink gave an update on the All Wales . .
Adult Asthma Guidelines, and staff from * The Spring PAPItheehng was Znother
the Cardiff National Poisons Information gre;at succ.essf, V|V(Ijt strqng a’;ten ar?ce
Service presented their research findings and meaningful discussion throughout.

on safety risks associated with the use P resenta"uons included patient .
of monitored dosage systems in older information on polypharmacy, a national

people. Dr Tessa Lewis, Medical Advisor process for supporting the introduction

to AWTTC, also gave an update on of complex therapies in Wales, and
relevant th’erapeutic news antibiotic posters and information

leaflets for patients. Watch recordings

B . of past sessions and details of future
Excellent short sharp session, meetings here.

fitted in large amount of
information/updates in a e The AWTTC Work Programme 2025-
P 2028, which went live this month

short time. More please!” following its initial rollout in April

2025, outlines strategic objectives
aimed at enhancing medicine access,
NPIS optimisation, and data utilisation in
Wales. The programme brings together
priorities identified with our partner
organisations, work being delivered

as part of the Voluntary Scheme for
Branded Medicines Pricing, Access and
Growth (VPAG) Investment Programme,
and many of the goals identified in the
AWMSG Strategy for Wales: 2024 -
2029.
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https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/events/learning-at-lunch-rapid-therapeutics-update/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/meetings/papig-meetings/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-reports-and-strategies/work-programmes/2025-2028/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-reports-and-strategies/work-programmes/2025-2028/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/the-voluntary-scheme-for-branded-medicines-pricing-access-and-growth-vpag-programme/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-reports-and-strategies/medicines-strategy-for-wales/awmsg-strategy-for-wales-2024-2029/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-reports-and-strategies/medicines-strategy-for-wales/awmsg-strategy-for-wales-2024-2029/
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Getting the best outcomes from medicines

All Wales Shared Care Framework All Wales guidance to support
AWMSG's five-year strategy for and patient information leaflets integrated medicines management in
%.2022:‘3:'"“ fs ur br°a(ti published community settings published
2:: atlegc;lntso f:cun;ir:- ge;tl",;agllhzubrest These documents aim to ensure consistency This guidance was developed through
o . in shared care across Wales in terms of collaboration with partners in both health
PUERITTES fron.1 !nedlcmes:; f—:'nabllng principles, application of developing and and social care and outlines standards on
access to medicines; m.ed.lc.lnes- reviewing shared care arrangements, and collaborative governance to support safe
rela’ted safety; and optimising value. in taking a patient-centred approach to and optimised medicines management,
We've used these four ambitions shared care. The Shared Care Framework for a consistent and reliable approach to
to categorise some notable news applies to shared care agreements between medicines management in community-
stories of the past year. specialist services (including secondary based settings in Wales. The overarching
or tertiary care) and primary care, where goal is to ensure that each person receives
. . responsibilities for prescribing and the highest standard of medicines
One of our a.mbltlons Is to monitoring medicines are formally shared management tailored to their specific needs.
—— | help people in Wales have under a defined protocol.
o the best opportunity to |
@ achieve the intended benefits | R
— of the medicines they are s oy 6 " el Mdcbe: iotegy ¢ i3 O) (.) o
prescribed, and the patient and "
their prescriber should be supported in All Wales Shared e e ™
making that a reality. Where appropriate, AN Framavotk = g L
this should include de-prescribing of

medication when risk outweighs the
benefit. Over the past year, we have
worked with AWTTC and our partners on
a range of projects that have helped to
realise this ambition.



https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-reports-and-strategies/medicines-strategy-for-wales/awmsg-strategy-for-wales-2024-2029/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-reports-and-strategies/medicines-strategy-for-wales/awmsg-strategy-for-wales-2024-2029/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-reports-and-strategies/medicines-strategy-for-wales/awmsg-strategy-for-wales-2024-2029/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-shared-care-framework/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-guidance-to-support-integrated-medicines-management-in-community-settings/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-guidance-to-support-integrated-medicines-management-in-community-settings/
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We have an ambition to enable
® access to the right medicines

m at the right time for people

in Wales. Medicines that are

clinically and cost-effective are
required to be made available as an option
to every person who needs treatment.
Decisions on the availability of medicines
should be made on a ‘once for Wales’ basis,
whenever appropriate, to avoid duplication
of effort across the service. During 2025-

2026, we worked with AWTTC on a range
of projects to help achieve this ambition.

Voluntary Scheme for Branded
Medicines Pricing, Access and
Growth (VPAG) Investment
Programme
AWTTC have had an exciting year with the
appointment of 14 new staff to support
delivery of the VPAG Investment Health
Technology Assessment (HTA) Programme in
Wales. Work is currently under way to:
e enhance national horizon scanning and
forecasting;
e review and develop medicines assessment
methods and processes to ensure access
to clinically needed treatments;

¢ address data needs to support effective
prescribing; and

o facilitate effective clinical and financial
governance of AWMSG- and NICE-
approved medicines.

The VPAG Programme Board have played

a pivotal role in shaping the programme’s
objectives and delivery metrics, and we

are very proud of the way the work has
progressed over the last twelve months.
The Programme Board have met three times
this year to discuss the progress of the four
projects and agree key objectives for 2026.

We are enthusiastic about delivering the
next phase of the work and confident that
continuous progress will be made across the
projects in 2026-2027. You can find more
information on the VPAG Investment HTA
Programme in Wales on the AWTTC website.

Introducing new medicines in the
NHS in the UK

The Department of Health and Social Care,
in collaboration with system partners from
across the UK, including AWMSG, produced
a pathway summarising the processes
pharmaceutical companies should follow

when preparing to launch new products in
the UK. The pathway outlines the routes to
market, how regulatory, health technology
evaluation and commercial pathways

align, and the mechanisms for company
engagement including early advice services.

AWTTC launch phase Il of the
Blueteq High Cost Drugs (HCD)

blue[T]

System

Blueteq is a web-based software system
being implemented in Wales to allow the
health boards and trust to monitor the
prescribing of high-cost medicines and
manage the ever-increasing complexities
associated with their use. Phase | was

for NHS Wales Joint Commissioning
Committee-commissioned medicines only;
phase Il includes HCDs prescribed by

the seven health boards and trust. They
will identify their own priority areas for
implementation and will continue with a
phased approach until all eligible medicines
are included.


https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-reports-and-strategies/medicines-strategy-for-wales/awmsg-strategy-for-wales-2024-2029/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/the-voluntary-scheme-for-branded-medicines-pricing-access-and-growth-vpag-programme/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/introducing-new-medicines-in-the-nhs-in-the-uk/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/introducing-new-medicines-in-the-nhs-in-the-uk/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/introducing-new-medicines-in-the-nhs-in-the-uk/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/introducing-new-medicines-in-the-nhs-in-the-uk/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/phase-ll-launch-of-the-blueteq-high-cost-drug-system-in-wales/
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The new Innovative Licensing and
Access Pathway (ILAP) welcomes
first investigational products

The Medicines and Healthcare products
Regulatory Agency (MHRA), on behalf

of ILAP Partners including AWTTC,
announced that three potential therapies
have become the first to enter a new UK
scheme designed to help new medicines
reach NHS patients faster. ILAP is the only
end-to-end pathway in the world where
healthcare developers, the regulator, the
UK-wide national health system, and the
health technology assessment bodies
work together from the outset. By giving
developers early, coordinated guidance on
safety, effectiveness and value requirements
across the system, the scheme reduces the
time it takes for new treatments to move
through development, licensing and, if
approved, to NHS patients.

New Signed Order Formulary for
Welsh General Ophthalmic Services
published

To support optometrists to manage urgent
eye problems such as dry eye, acute
infection and allergic eye conditions,

and then order the medicines or devices
required for treatment under the NHS using
a signed order, a new All Wales formulary
was produced. The AWMSG-endorsed
resource provides clinical information on
eye preparations, including indications

and product types, to support The Wales
General Ophthalmic Services (WGQOS)
optometrists to work safely and consistently
within national guidance. It also includes
good-practice recommendations to enable
optometrists to offer effective advice before
writing a signed order.

[
Grivp Strategaeth Meddyginiaethau Cymry Gytan
'All Wales Medicines Strategy Group O o]
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Wales General
Ophthalmic Services —
Signed Orders
Formulary



https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/wales-general-ophthalmic-services-signed-orders-formulary/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/wales-general-ophthalmic-services-signed-orders-formulary/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/the-new-innovative-licensing-and-access-pathway-ilap-welcomes-first-investigational-products/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/the-new-innovative-licensing-and-access-pathway-ilap-welcomes-first-investigational-products/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/the-new-innovative-licensing-and-access-pathway-ilap-welcomes-first-investigational-products/

Medicines-related safety
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Another of our ambitions
@ is to minimise medicines-
related harm and improve
medicines-related safety for
people in Wales. Reduction
of avoidable medicines-related harm
aims to minimise the risk associated with
prescribing, supplying, monitoring and
taking medication. When an adverse event
does occur, robust systems should be in
place for reporting. We have worked with

AWTTC on a range of projects that have
helped to realise this ambition.

Guidance on urgent requests for
repeat medication published

The purpose of this document is to provide
guidance to healthcare professionals when
assessing the clinical need and urgency

of requests from patients for repeat
medication. The guidance is relevant to
prescribers in NHS 111 and Out of Hours
primary care services. Other professionals
such as community pharmacists providing
an Emergency Medicine Supply service
may also find the clinical guidance useful
to ensure safe and effective use of
medications. Read more here.

..........................

[ ]
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Urgent requests for
repeat medication
Guidance for healthcare
professionals providing
NHS 111 and out-of-hours
primary care services

All Wales self-administration of

medicines framework published

The framework provides clear, standardised
guidance to inform local policy to ensure
that patients who self-administer their
medicines at home can do so safely

during hospital admissions. It also

aligns with efforts to reduce hospital-
acquired deconditioning and enhance
patient autonomy as part of the Safe

Care Collaborative. This document has

been prepared by a multiprofessional
collaborative group including the All Wales
self-administration of medicines framework
working group and AWTTC, with support
from the All Wales Prescribing Advisory
Group (AWPAG).

[
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All Wales
self-administration
of medicines

framework

Appendix 2. Self-administration of medicines as



https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-reports-and-strategies/medicines-strategy-for-wales/awmsg-strategy-for-wales-2024-2029/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/urgent-requests-for-repeat-medication/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-self-administration-of-medicines-framework/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-self-administration-of-medicines-framework/
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An ambition of ours is to
g E optimise the value that NHS
Wales achieves from its
investments in medicines.
Given the limited resources
of NHS Wales, all decisions, advice and
guidance that we publish should have value
considerations at their core. The Welsh
Government’s ‘A Healthier Wales’ defines
higher value as ‘achieving better outcomes
and a better experience for people at
reduced cost We have worked with
AWTTC on a variety of projects to help
achieve this ambition.

New AWMSG subcommittee
launched to support implementation
of commercial arrangements

The Commercial Medicines Access

Team (CMAT) is a collaborative multi-
organisational team comprised of colleagues
from AWTTC, NHS Wales Shared Services
Partnership (NWSSP) and the Medicines
Value Unit. The role and responsibility

of CMAT is to support and monitor the
implementation of AWMSG- and NICE-
recommended medicines associated

with a commercial arrangement. CMAT

are processing an increasing number of
commercial arrangements and to support
this work, AWTTC have established

the Commercial Arrangement Scheme
Wales Group (CASWG), an AWMSG sub-
committee which will provide increased
stakeholder involvement, transparency and
governance to the approval of commercial
arrangements on behalf of NHS Wales.

Policy for the procurement and
management of medical gases
published

This policy is aimed at the sustainable
procurement, management, administration

and disposal of medical gases to achieve
decarbonisation and is aligned with the
NHS Wales Decarbonisation Strategic
Delivery Plan 2021-2030. The policy
focuses on nitrous oxide (N20) and 50%
nitrous oxide and 50% oxygen mix, as
these gases have the highest impact due
to high global warming potential and high-
volume usage. It is designed to improve
value through preventing waste, ensuring
lean service delivery and utilisation of low
carbon alternatives.

New SPIRA dashboard monitoring
the use of nitrous oxide published

To support the publication of the medical
gases decarbonisation policy, a new SPIRA
dashboard has been launched to help

track the progress of reducing the amount
of nitrous oxide cylinders being used in
manifolds. The reduction of nitrous oxide
will help drive down the carbon footprint of
NHS Wales from medical gases.
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https://awttc.nhs.wales/about-us1/our-reports-and-strategies/medicines-strategy-for-wales/awmsg-strategy-for-wales-2024-2029/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/launch-of-a-new-awmsg-sub-committee-caswg/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/launch-of-a-new-awmsg-sub-committee-caswg/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/policies-and-strategies/policy-medical-gases-decarbonisation/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/policies-and-strategies/policy-medical-gases-decarbonisation/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/policies-and-strategies/policy-medical-gases-decarbonisation/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-analysis/spira/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-analysis/spira/

Medicines optimisation

Prescribing guidance and resources
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Medicines optimisation focuses on patients
and outcomes rather than processes and
systems. It aims to support healthcare
professionals in advising patients how to
get the best outcomes from the medicines
they are taking. This may involve stopping
some medicines or starting others, to make
sure a patient is taking the safest medicine
that treats their condition. Healthcare
professionals will also advise patients

how to keep on taking a treatment. To

help patients and prescribers get the best
outcomes from medicines, we publish
prescribing guidance and resources, as well
as reports on prescribing performance.

We published a range of prescribing
guidance and resources between April 2025
and March 2026. Publication dates and
webpage views (up to the end of March
2026) are given for each.

Urgent requests for repeat medication

Published: Jun'25 |J Views: >2,100

The AWMSG-endorsed ‘Urgent requests for
repeat medication: Guidance for healthcare

professionals providing NHS 111 and out-
of-hours primary care services’ document
provides advice for healthcare professionals
when assessing the clinical need and
urgency of requests from patients for
repeat medication. The guidance is relevant
to healthcare professionals working as
prescribers in NHS 111 and Out of Hours
primary care services.

All Wales Shared Care Framework

Published: Aug '25 J Views: >3,200

This document aims to ensure consistency
in shared care across Wales in terms of
principles, application of developing and

Rhannu’r gofal

Medicines

optimisation

reviewing shared care arrangements, and
in taking a patient-centred approach to
shared care. The principles of shared care
are outlined, and a framework is provided
for the seamless sharing of care between
the patient, specialist services, and primary
care in situations where it is appropriate,
beneficial to the patient, and supported by
them.

The resource is also supported by patient
information leaflets, providing important
information for patients to help them in
considering their shared care agreements.

All Wales guidance to support
integrated medicines management in

community settings

Published: Oct '25 [ Views: >5,500

This guidance was developed through
collaboration with partners in both health
and social care and outlines standards on
collaborative governance to support safe
and optimised medicines management,
for a consistent and reliable approach to
medicines management in community-
based settings in Wales. The overarching



https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/urgent-requests-for-repeat-medication/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-shared-care-framework/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-guidance-to-support-integrated-medicines-management-in-community-settings/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-guidance-to-support-integrated-medicines-management-in-community-settings/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-guidance-to-support-integrated-medicines-management-in-community-settings/
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goal is to ensure that each person receives
the highest standard of medicines

management tailored to their specific needs.

Primary care antimicrobial guidelines

- Monographs for treatment and
prophylaxis of COVID-19

Published: ‘25-26 [ Views: >18,000

This guideline was developed to provide
comprehensive advice on the antimicrobial
management of common infections in
primary care, taking into account local
pathogen and antimicrobial susceptibility
data in Wales. Alongside multiple minor
updates throughout the year, the guidance
received a significant update in July 2025
with the addition of monographs for
‘Treatment of COVID-19’ and ‘Prophylaxis
COVID-19.

Common Ailments Service
monographs for allergic rhinitis and
back pain

Published: ‘25-26 [ Views: >34,000

The Common Ailments Service aims to
improve patient access to consistent,
evidence-based advice for the management

of common ailments. This document
includes monographs for the 27 ailments
covered by the community pharmacist
service. Alongside regular smaller updates
to other monographs, new versions of the
monographs for ‘Back pain (for individuals
aged 16 to less than 50 years)' and ‘Allergic
rhinitis’ were published in June and
November, respectively.

Policy for the sustainable
procurement, management,
administration and disposal
of medical gases to achieve
decarbonisation

Published: May ‘25 | Views: >800

This document targets the procurement
and management of medical gases. This
work is aligned with the NHS Wales
Decarbonisation Strategic Delivery Plan
2021-2030. While the principles and
recommendations could be applied to many
medical gases, this policy focuses on nitrous
oxide (N20) and 50% nitrous oxide and
50% oxygen mix commonly known under
the tradename Entonox®, as these gases
have the highest impact due to high global
warming potential and high-volume usage.

Medicines
optimisation

Welsh General Ophthalmic Services
- Signed Order Formulary

Published: Mar’26 J Views: >900

The Wales General Ophthalmic Services
(WGOS) enable all optometrists included
in the NHS Wales Combined List
(Supplementary Ophthalmic List) to offer
NHS-funded sight tests and examinations
for urgent eye problems. Typically, these
include patients with dry eye, acute
infection and allergic eye conditions. From
April 2026, optometrists have been able to
order the medicines or devices required for
the treatment of those conditions under
the NHS using a signed order. Community
pharmacies are then able to supply NHS-
funded medicines ordered by optometrists
in Wales on a standardised NHS signed
order form.

This formulary document provides clinical
information on eye preparations, including
indications and product types, to support
WGOS optometrists to work safely and
consistently within national guidance. It also
includes good-practice recommendations
to enable optometrists to offer effective
advice before writing a signed order.


https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/primary-care-antimicrobial-guidelines/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/primary-care-antimicrobial-guidelines/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/primary-care-antimicrobial-guidelines/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-common-ailments-service-formulary/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-common-ailments-service-formulary/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-common-ailments-service-formulary/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/policies-and-strategies/policy-medical-gases-decarbonisation/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/policies-and-strategies/policy-medical-gases-decarbonisation/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/policies-and-strategies/policy-medical-gases-decarbonisation/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/policies-and-strategies/policy-medical-gases-decarbonisation/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/policies-and-strategies/policy-medical-gases-decarbonisation/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/wales-general-ophthalmic-services-signed-orders-formulary/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/wales-general-ophthalmic-services-signed-orders-formulary/
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All Wales self-administration of
medicines framework

Published: Mar ‘26 [ Views: >900

This framework provides clear, standardised
guidance to inform local policy to ensure
that patients who self-administer their
medicines at home can continue to do

so safely during hospital admissions. This
aligns with efforts to reduce hospital-
acquired deconditioning and enhance
patient autonomy as part of the Safe Care
Collaborative.

Updates to resources

Minor updates were also made to the

resources below between April 2025 and

March 2026.

e Prescribing dilemmas: A guide for
prescribers

¢ All Wales COPD management and
prescribing guideline

e All Wales adult asthma management and

prescribing guideline

e CEPP National Audit - focus on
antibiotic prescribing

e Endocrine management of gender
incongruence in adults

Acknowledgements

Our acknowledgement process aims to

highlight resources, initiatives or campaigns

that are already recognised or endorsed by

a national body or institute and have been

implemented or accepted as good practice

in Wales. Between April 2025 and March

2026, we acknowledged the following:

¢ All Wales Guidance on Flushing
Intravenous Administration Lines in
Adults

All of the acknowledged resources can be
found on the AWTTC website.

AWMSG Medicines

Optimisation Framework review
This year saw AWTTC begin an all-
encompassing review of the ‘Medicines
Optimisation Framework’ (originally
published in April 2021) which describes
how AWMSG's medicines optimisation
resources are created, from proposal

by stakeholders, to endorsement,
dissemination, and review.

The early phases of this review have been
focused on vital stakeholder engagement

Medicines

optimisation

to ensure the review reflects the priorities
and needs of the public and health and
social care professionals in Wales. Alongside
targeted engagement with AWMSG and

its subcommittees, stakeholder groups
including the Directors of Pharmacy Peer
Group and the National Clinical Network
Leads (NHS Wales Performance and
Improvement), AWTTC have established a
number of channels to capture the thoughts
of anyone who wishes to input. Please visit
the AWTTC website for more information
on the review and current opportunities for
sharing feedback.

Medicines Optimisation
Framework Review

4



https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-self-administration-of-medicines-framework/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-self-administration-of-medicines-framework/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/pharmacotherapy-for-smoking-cessation/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/prescribing-dilemmas-a-guide-for-prescribers/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/prescribing-dilemmas-a-guide-for-prescribers/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-copd-management-and-prescribing-guideline/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-copd-management-and-prescribing-guideline/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-adult-asthma-management-and-prescribing-guideline/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/all-wales-adult-asthma-management-and-prescribing-guideline/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/national-prescribing-audits/cepp-national-audit-focus-on-antibiotic-prescribing/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/national-prescribing-audits/cepp-national-audit-focus-on-antibiotic-prescribing/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/endocrine-management-of-gender-incongruence-in-adults/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-guidance/endocrine-management-of-gender-incongruence-in-adults/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/acknowledged-resources/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/medicines-optimisation-framework/review-2026-2028/
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We monitor and analyse prescribing data
to benchmark performance and drive
improvements in NHS Wales.

National Prescribing Indicators (NPIs) are
used to highlight therapeutic priorities for
NHS Wales and compare the ways in which
different prescribers and organisations

use particular medicines or groups of
medicines. NPIs are evidence-based, clear,
easily understood and allow health boards,
primary care clusters, GP practices and
prescribers to compare current practice
against an agreed standard of quality.

National Prescribing Indicators

2025-2028

The 16 NPIs for 2025-2028, endorsed

by us, focused on four priority areas
(analgesics; antimicrobial stewardship;
respiratory and SGLT-2 inhibitors) supported
by additional indicators grouped under
safety and efficiency.

AWTTC publish a quarterly report analysing
the performance of each health board
against the current set of NPls.

Priority areas

Analgesics

Antimicrobial stewardship

Respiratory
SGLT-2 inhibitors

Supporting domains

Safety Efficiency

Best value
biological medicines

Prescribing safety
indicators

Low value for
prescribing

Hypnotics and
anxiolytics

Yellow Cards

Server for Prescribing Information
Reporting and Analysis (SPIRA)

Z3: " SPIRA

SPIRA is updated quarterly with NPI data
for health boards, clusters and individual GP
practices in Wales, giving a more detailed
view of local prescribing. SPIRA also
includes additional data, such as AWTTC's
inhaler decarbonisation dashboard, a

range of ‘Efficiencies’ dashboards, and a
dashboard focusing on the use of opioids
across Wales. These interactive dashboards
for comparative analysis of prescribing data
can be accessed by users on the NHS Wales
Network.

New SPIRA dashboards developed and

made available in 2025-2026 include:

¢ Nitrous oxide dashboard

¢ |nhaler decarbonisation - Quantity
volume

¢ ‘Value and Sustainability’
recommendation 2026-2027

Prescribing

monitoring & analysis


https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/national-prescribing-indicators/national-prescribing-indicators-2025-2028/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/national-prescribing-indicators/national-prescribing-indicators-2025-2028/national-prescribing-indicators-2025-2026-quarterly-reports/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/medicines-optimisation-and-safety/medicines-optimisation-guidance-resources-and-data/prescribing-analysis/spira/
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Horizon scanning and financial forecasting service

AWTTC'’s horizon scanning and financial
forecasting team supports the NHS in Wales
by providing clear information on new and
emerging medicines and their likely impact
on budgets and service delivery. The team
identify, monitor and assess the potential
impact of medicines listed on the National
Institute for Health and Care Excellence
(NICE) work programme. They focus on
those medicines expected to receive a
licence and become routinely available in
the UK in the current or next financial year.
The team provides early estimates of the
likely costs of new medicines, based on

the evidence available. This information is
shared securely with named NHS colleagues
in Wales to support their financial planning.

New medicines are becoming more
complex, so we need to understand what
services will be needed to support their use.
Close collaboration with other organisations
is essential to identify the issues specific

to the NHS in Wales. These organisations
include the NHS Wales Joint Commissioning
Committee (NWJCC), Medicines Value

Unit (MVU), All Wales Medical Genomics
Service (AWMGS), National Pathology

00
TRT D,
O~ 0 ool
OO0
9 meetings 50 cancer medicines
with the SACT reviewed and rated

Horizon Scanning in terms of service
Collaborative delivery and
Group budget impact

The collaboration has
enabled the All Wales
Medical Genomics Service
to plan genomic services to
meet the needs of patients
in Wales.

Rhian White, Interim Director of

Genomics.

Laboratory and Head of Cancer

Programme, Advanced Therapies Wales,
clinicians and clinical networks. The work of
the Systemic Anti-Cancer Therapies (SACT)
Horizon Scanning Collaborative Group is a
good example. This group supports system
preparedness by assessing the potential
impact of new cancer medicines before
NICE publishes its recommendations. This
proactive approach identifies potential
service delivery issues on a Once-for-
Wales basis, enabling effective and timely
planning.

The AWTTC horizon scanning team have
also identified new non-cancer medicines
that could significantly impact on service
delivery. This work will be developed further
with input from key stakeholders.

The team also introduced a set of metrics
measuring the timeliness of service and
budget impact assessments, to track
progress across the work programme.

See AWTTC's horizon scanning webpage for
further information.

Medicines access



https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/horizon-scanning-and-financial-forecasting-service/

Routes of access
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The Welsh Government aims to make sure
patients in Wales have quick and equitable
access to medicines with proven clinical
and cost-effectiveness. Health technology
assessment (HTA) evaluates the clinical and
cost effectiveness of a medicine. NICE HTA
guidance applies in England and Wales,
and AWMSG provides advice on medicines
not included in the NICE work programme.
AWTTC supports AWMSG in providing
evidence-based assessment processes.

2025-2026 represents the first full

year of medicines assessment after the
processes were reviewed and refined in
2024. Our updated medicine assessment
process supports an All-Wales approach to
medicine access and focuses on efforts to
identify areas of unmet need. Medicines
are identified for assessment through the
AWTTC horizon scanning process and
engagement with industry, healthcare
professionals and the public. The AWMSG
Scrutiny Panel, constituted from NHS
Wales and with lay membership, advises
on the route and priority of medicines for
assessment by the AWMSG sub-groups.
AWMSG has two sub-groups that assess
medicines and give their recommendations

to AWMSG: the Licensed One Wales
Medicines Assessment Group (LOWMAG)
assesses licensed medicines, and the

One Wales Medicines Assessment Group
(OWMAG,) assesses medicines used off-
label (that is, a medicine used outside the
terms of its UK licence).

AWMSG plays a governance role,

ensuring that the sub-groups provide a

fair and transparent process. The medicine
recommendations are then sent to the
Welsh Government for ratification.

Once ratified by the Welsh Government,
implementing these recommendations
across NHS Wales will ensure equitable and
consistent access to those medicines for
patients in Wales.

Details of the assessment process for
licensed and off-label medicines are on the
AWTTC website.

medicines

O 1 9 considered
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medicines assessed
9 by LOWMAG
and OWMAG
(+1 via old process)
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https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/how-medicines-are-approved-for-use-in-nhs-wales/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/updated-awmsg-medicine-assessment-process-to-launch-in-january-2025/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/updated-awmsg-medicine-assessment-process-to-launch-in-january-2025/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/awmsg-medicines-assessment-process-for-licensed-and-off-label-medicines/awmsg-medicines-assessment-process-for-licensed-and-off-label-medicines/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/accessing-medicines/awmsg-medicines-assessment-process-for-licensed-and-off-label-medicines/awmsg-medicines-assessment-process-for-licensed-and-off-label-medicines/
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Health boards are expected to make
medicines available for prescribing to
patients within 60 days of the National
Institute for Health and Care Excellence
(NICE) publishing a Final Draft Guidance or
Final Evaluation Determination, or within 60
days of the Welsh Government'’s ratification
of AWMSG advice.

AWTTC provide regular reports to the
Welsh Government on the formulary status
of medicines that we, or NICE, recommend
for use within NHS Wales.

@
v

/76

medicines approved
by NICE or AWMSG

w

Commercial Medicines

Access Team

The Commercial Medicines Access
Team (CMAT) is a collaborative multi-
organisational team of colleagues from
AWTTC, NHS Wales Shared Services
Partnership (NWSSP) and the Medicines
Value Unit.

The role of CMAT is to support and monitor
the implementation of AWMSG- and NICE-
recommended medicines associated with a
commercial arrangement within the NHS in
Wales. A commercial arrangement improves
the cost effectiveness of a medicine; it

can be a Patient Access Scheme (PAS) or

a Commercial Access Agreement (CAA).
This underpins the essence of A Healthier
Wales, allowing patients timely access to
medicines, while ensuring that the NHS in
Wales obtains the maximum possible value
for money where medicines are concerned.

CMAT are processing an increasing number
of commercial arrangements, and with an
increase in the number of complex CAAs
coming to Wales, the process of managing,
monitoring and retrieving rebates for the
NHS in Wales becomes significantly more

recommendations with a

5 8 commercial arrangement
Ry
w

S @

71% 28% 1%

(1) highly

(41) simple (16) complex
PAS CAA complex CAA

sl
388

16

CVAs processed
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https://www.gov.wales/healthier-wales-long-term-plan-health-and-social-care
https://www.gov.wales/healthier-wales-long-term-plan-health-and-social-care

Implementation
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challenging. To support this work, the
Commercial Arrangement Scheme Wales
Group (CASWG) was established. CASWG
is an AWMSG sub-committee which

has increased stakeholder involvement,
transparency and governance around the
approval of commercial arrangements on
behalf of NHS Wales.

In addition to new commercial
arrangements, CMAT and CASWG
processed an increased number of contract
variations (CVAs) to existing agreements.
These CVAs were undertaken for various
reasons, including but not limited to;
ensuring full coverage of agreement terms,
updated pricing, inclusion of NHS Wales
cross-border patients and alterations to
rebate mechanisms.

Blueteq High Cost Drug System
The Blueteq High Cost Drugs (HCD) System

ensures that medicines are prescribed in
accordance with medicines assessment
guidance issued by AWMSG and NICE.
Adopting the system will ensure we get the

right treatment to the right people in Wales.

This year, through VPAG funding, AWTTC
formed a small team to drive forward the
second phase roll out of the Blueteq system
in Wales. AWTTC has worked with the
Blueteq steering group and clinical networks
to prioritise and publish Blueteq forms for
weight management, cancer, rheumatoid
arthritis and severe asthma. AWTTC aim

to complete all historic priority forms by
the second quarter 2026-2027 whilst also
focusing on readiness of forms for newly
approved medicines. Implementation and
system readiness will allow NHS Wales to
manage the ever-increasing complexities
associated with prescribing high-cost
treatments and ensuring consistency across
Wales in line with national guidance. The
deadline for the full roll out across health
boards and trusts is the end of March 2027.

January-March 2026
AREINEA
888

15

All Wales consultations

531

forms in development

195

forms enabled

Medicines access



https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/launch-of-a-new-awmsg-sub-committee-caswg/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/news-meetings-and-events/news1/launch-of-a-new-awmsg-sub-committee-caswg/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/pages/blueteq-high-cost-drug-system/

Research and publications

Activity during 2025-2026
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In addition to AWTTC supporting all of the
work that goes through AWMSG, AWTTC's
Research Group facilitates high-quality
research into the safe and effective use of
medicines in Wales. The key research themes
include: access to medicines, medicines
optimisation and medicines safety.

- 5 peer reviewed
articles published

e The role of social workers in medicines
management for older adults in Wales

e GLP-1 agonist-associated presentations
to unscheduled care

e Trends in tricyclic antidepressant
prescribing and poisoning in England and

Wales

e A 10-year retrospective review of
mushroom exposures reported to the
UK NPIS

e Toxicovigilance in the UK during the
COVID-19 pandemic

//////////

OXFORD

Toxicology Research

Toxicovigilance in the UK during the COVID-19
pandemic

.......................................................................
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17 conference
posters presented

®

Prescribing and Research in Medicines

Management 35% Annual Scientific Meeting,

Manchester

e Standardising penicillin allergy de-
labelling in secondary care

e Prescribing medicines with high

-

anticholinergic burden in Wales

e Prescribing of drugs resulting in a
combined score of 3 or more on the
Anticholinergic Effect on Cognition scale

e Reducing antimicrobial course duration
for improved health and environmental
outcomes in NHS Wales

45t International Congress of the European
Association of Poisons Centres and Clinical
Toxicologists, Glasgow

e A retrospective study of case reports
received by UK NPIS involving exposures

to caterpillars

e Recreational abuse of ibotenic acid
and muscimol-containing mushrooms
reported to the UK NPIS

¢ Intentional overdoses in children aged
10-years and younger reported to the UK

NPIS

¢ Survival following ingestion of several
medications including a fatal dose of
cenobamate

e Severe paediatric poisoning following
exposure to pyrethrin and cypermethrin
insecticides

Research &
publications


https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/standardising-penicillin-allergy-de-labelling-in-secondary-care-a-national-approach-to-optimising-antibiotic-use-and-supporting-antimicrobial-stewardship-in-nhs-wales/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/standardising-penicillin-allergy-de-labelling-in-secondary-care-a-national-approach-to-optimising-antibiotic-use-and-supporting-antimicrobial-stewardship-in-nhs-wales/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/prescribing-medicines-with-high-anticholinergic-burden-in-wales/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/prescribing-medicines-with-high-anticholinergic-burden-in-wales/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/prescribing-of-drugs-resulting-in-a-combined-score-of-3-or-more-on-the-anticholinergic-effect-on-cognition-scale/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/prescribing-of-drugs-resulting-in-a-combined-score-of-3-or-more-on-the-anticholinergic-effect-on-cognition-scale/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/prescribing-of-drugs-resulting-in-a-combined-score-of-3-or-more-on-the-anticholinergic-effect-on-cognition-scale/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/reducing-antimicrobial-course-duration-for-improved-health-and-environmental-outcomes-a-national-initiative-in-nhs-wales/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/reducing-antimicrobial-course-duration-for-improved-health-and-environmental-outcomes-a-national-initiative-in-nhs-wales/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/reducing-antimicrobial-course-duration-for-improved-health-and-environmental-outcomes-a-national-initiative-in-nhs-wales/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/a-retrospective-study-of-case-reports-received-by-uk-npis-from-april-2008-to-october-2023-involving-exposures-to-caterpillars/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/a-retrospective-study-of-case-reports-received-by-uk-npis-from-april-2008-to-october-2023-involving-exposures-to-caterpillars/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/a-retrospective-study-of-case-reports-received-by-uk-npis-from-april-2008-to-october-2023-involving-exposures-to-caterpillars/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/recreational-abuse-of-ibotenic-acid-and-muscimol-containing-mushrooms-reported-to-the-national-poisons-information-service-uk/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/recreational-abuse-of-ibotenic-acid-and-muscimol-containing-mushrooms-reported-to-the-national-poisons-information-service-uk/
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o Aretrospective review of all hemlock
ingestions reported to the UK NPIS

e A case of glycerol toxicity in a child
following ingestion of slush-ice drinks
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19t Medical Chemical Defense Conference,

Munich

e A 10-year retrospective study of
pralidoxime use as an antidote for
organophosphate poisoning reported to
the UK NPIS

e Exposures to hydrofluoric acid in the
workplace

e A 10-year retrospective review of anthrax

enquiries to the UK NPIS

Antibiotic Guardian Awards, Birmingham
o Getting the label right - are you really
allergic to penicillin?
e Prescribe Wisely: Adhere to
recommended antimicrobial course
durations

Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) Annual

Conference, London

e Developing the 2025-2028 national
prescribing indicators for NHS Wales
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https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/prescribe-wisely-adhere-to-recommended-antimicrobial-course-durations
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/developing-the-2025-2028-national-prescribing-indicators-for-nhs-wales-a-stakeholder-led-approach-id-35/
https://awttc.nhs.wales/research-publications/developing-the-2025-2028-national-prescribing-indicators-for-nhs-wales-a-stakeholder-led-approach-id-35/
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Email: awttc@wales.nhs.uk
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Please note information in this document is correct at the time of print but may be subject to change.
For the latest information, please visit:

awttc.nhs.wales (English website)

cttcg.gig.cymru (Welsh website)

@AWTTCcomms (English X account)

@AWTTCcymraeg (Welsh X account)

LinkedIn (English and Welsh)
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